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About Masahat

Since 2015, Masahat has worked to curate and produce knowledge, history, art
and culture from the Middle East and North Africa with a focus on the Arab
world and its diaspora.

Through its flagship project Masahat Festival for Arab Arts and Culture, and by
curating art exhibitions, film screenings, performances, reading circles,
concerts, book launches, workshops, culinary experiences, artist talks, and a
series of panel discussions among other events, Masahat presents
underrepresented artistic expressions connected to the Arab world, its
diaspora and multicultural Norway.

In addition to the festival, Masahat collaborates around the year with Oslo’s
leading festivals, cultural actors and knowledge-disseminating institutions. By
working cross-thematically and partnering with a wide range of Norwegian
actors, Masahat caters to a broad audience comprising both Norwegians and
multi-lingiual minorities from the Arab world. Masahat contributes to a more
diverse Norwegian public debate and more inclusive artistic and cultural scene.

Masahat for Arab Culture in Exile

Visiting address:
@vre Slottsgate 3, 0157 Oslo

Post address:
\YERELEL
c/o Sentralen, PB 183, 0102 Oslo

Org. nr. 915 354 297

www.masahat.no
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Masahat Jlalio

Creating spaces in Norwayifor arts and culture from the Arab world and its diaspora

-

In 10 years -since 2015- Masahat has created spaces and meeting
places for arts and culture from the Arab world and its diaspora while
sparking conversations around justice, solidarity and resistance.

Over the past 10 years, and since the so-called “refugee crisis”, it hasn't
always been easy to present/and-curate arts as we have witnessed
people being massacred and those staying alive grappling to keep their* '
basic rights in the face of unspeakable violence. But we weré ins by

the creative expression of peoples facing the most dire situations. = the™
pianists playing under the Yarmouk siege, theater shows performed in
bunkers in Aleppo hiding from Assad and Russian jets, the calligrapher
painting on mortar shells in Ghouta - among many many others.

Our understanding and appreciation of the arts is one that is rooted in
people’s everyday lives, struggles and aspirations. From Palestine to
Syria to Yemen and Sudan - we saw over the years how these creative
expressions are under threat of systematic erasure, whether by
genocidal apartheid machine, foreign jets or government and proxy
militias on the ground.

In our collective exile — we face a different kind of challenge, with the
rising far-right xenophobic climate that renders our cultures as a foreign
threat to European societies.

We respond with creating spaces Masahat - for community, solidarity
and art as a means of resistance. This milestone also marked ten years
since the so-called “refugee crisis” of 2015—a turning point that has
shaped migration policies and public conversations across Europe.

In 2025, Masahat festival asked the question: Who has the right to be a
guest?

In a time of growing xenophobia and closed borders, we're inspired by
Holberg Prize winner Achille Mbembe's idea of hospitality as a right—
rooted in the understanding that identity is fluid and ever-changing.

As we all bgome witnesses to the live streamed genocide in Gaza and
th thni€icleansing of the West Bank, we are confirmed in our belief that
Norwegian public refuses to be complicit in such murderous actions.
Today, in Norway, solidarity is strong and the critical mass of people who
Mﬂpaganda and ideological complicity heartens us.

.} |
It gives us~hope that the public we want to reach ch_ ourywork in
Masahat is indeed committed to truth and morality, to pelitical change
and the cause of justice. It.is to this public, to you, that we work year
round to serve, and it is you that makes the spaces of Masahal;i safe @
people in our communlty to show up with their vulnerabilities an
grief. + oy
".___ ; . | i"u.'-:
Masahat works to introduice you to the radical artists, thinkers, |
activists that have devised tools and knowledge to ‘Féfu‘se
mechanisms of brutalization destroying our world, and to strengthe
community and-work to reverse the sense of social fragmentatioﬁ%

isolation many d@ are experiencing.

Masahat is driven by a strong sense of social responsibility. We@g S
through arts and culture, whera-ﬁarnlng, critical thinking, nuance and j(_);
combine and functionas ca for change. %" = 4

-

In the spirit of "c:ﬁtess towards a coalition that transcends identity

differences, and maintains at its core, values of equality across social,
political, economi cial and gendered divides, we chose hospitality as
the theme for Masahat’s 10 year anniversary.



Masahat Jlaliuo

Creating spaces in Norway for arts and culture from the Arab world and its diaspora

Hospitality as the Greek original suggests is about how we treat the
stranger amongst us. With what spirit of openness and sharing do we
welcome the stranger into our midst, and recognize the stranger as one of
us.

To do so, we practice what we were taught by palestinian writers, Isabelle
Hammad and Edward Said, and think of our approach to hospitality through
recognizing that we are the stranger, and that we have a right and moral
obligation to insist on being strangers, safeguarding thus the need for
critical distance, and the courage it takes to state what we experience even
if it means going against the dominant opinion of the group.
- =

The hospitali’t_yrtheit we are concerned with is both international, focusing
on Palestine, Sudan and ‘Syria, and local, thinking through the dar'm-talrs
facing our beloved Oslo neighborhood of Grgnland that houses the largest
concentration of strangers in Norway and that today is facing tremendous
challenges in the form of aggressive gentrification and fascist xenophobia.

Throughout the festival, we explored how hospitality can create more open
and connected communities—through concerts, performances, talks, stage
art, film screenings, reading circles, exhibitions and food.

Outside the festival, we continued our year-round cultural programming in
collaboration with our Norwegian partners where we invited you to
thought-provoking seminars, film screenings, public performing arts,
workshops and discussions.

Finally, we would like to thank you all: our audience who show up to
our events. Thank you to our advisory board, board and Chair of the
Board Ingeborg Moa for your strategic guidance and support. All our
supporters, from the politicians that argue for us to receive funds, to
our partners who have been exceptionally generous with us over the
years with their support on how to survive cultural work from the

margins in Norway.

Rana Issa
Artistic Director

ol

Zeina Bali
Managing Director



Masahat receives Oslo City Artist Award for

The year 2025 started with a call from Oslo Mayor
carrying good news: Masahat received the
prestigious Oslo City Artist Award for 2024 “Oslo
Bys Kunstnerpris for 2024". We were humbled to
receive this recognition from the city of Oslo, after

10 years of operation.

In the justification for the award, the City of Oslo
highlighted Masahat’s “long-standing work and
outstanding contribution to Oslo’s cultural life,
through a large number of events featuring
renowned international artists, which have
provided Oslo’s residents with learning and
experiences at a high artistic level.”

This award gave us the motivation and inspiration
to get going in our mission creating spaces for
arts and culture from the Arab world and its
diaspora where underrepresented artistic and

expert voices take central stage.

2024
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Masahat receives the City of Oslo’s Artist Award for 2024. From left: Chair of the
Committee for Culture and Education Sunniva Holmas Eidsvoll, Managing Director of
Masahat Zeina Bali, Artistic Director of Masahat Rana Issa, and Mayor of Oslo Anne
Lindboe. Photo: Sturlason / Oslo Kommune






1 8 4 artists and guest contributors involved
throughout the year

+1 1 00 tickets sold
events + 5 6 9 0 people attended

2 8 across music, visual and performing

: : 9 events for children including one- .
arts, literature, culinary experiences, 6 . L CHE 32 Norewgian partners
and film day festival and two school visits

9 international partners















Opening concert: Emel

On its 10th anniversary, Masahat had a memorable opening concert with
Emel Mathlouthi.

Since her breakthrough in 2011 with "Kelmti Horra" (“My Word is Free")—an
anthem of the Arab Spring—Emel Mathlouthi has been a fearless voice for
freedom and artistic innovation.

Her music blends activism and artistry, and her fourth album “MRA" (Arabic
for woman) is a bold manifesto for female empowerment. That's why every
single collaborator on MRA, from producers, featured artists, musicians, and
beyond, is a woman. The result is a multi-genre meld where African trap,
batucada, Arabic reggaeton, hip hop, and drum n’ bass rub shoulders
seamlessly with vibrant melodies and empowering lyrics.

Emel has firmly established herself as an avant-garde presence on the
global stage, known for her haunting voice and genre-blending artistry.
Amongst her ground-breaking performances is the Nobel Peace Prize
Concert at Oslo Spektrum in 2015, dedicating her music to Tunisian and
Arab youth.

She has collaborated with Valgeir Sigurdsson (Bjork, Sigur Rés), Tricky,
Barbara Pravi, Bachar Mar-Khalifé, Vitalic, and most recently Acid Arab on
"Lose My Mind". Womad festival review “the Bjork-like glamour of the
Tunisian-American Emel, and with her one of the weekend's most powerful
moments /../ as her incredible multi-octave voice soars through the
space.”-The Guardian

Emel performed with her band:
« Caroline Geryl - drums
e Pier Salami - keys
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Menkldeﬁ% ha? devastated every aspect of

e alestmlan life. No one in Gaza is safe, and no one who has
i Wil nessed this crime will ever forget it. In the gap between
who witness and those who endure the violence

':-__. rgent questions arise: How do we speak about
v do we act in solidarity with its people?

In Norway, Palestinian artists have been especially attentive
to these questions—reflecting on how our artistic and cultural
expressions often fall short of conveying the Gazan
experience of genocide. The panel consisted entirely of
artists who have redirected their practice and resources to

nd with colleague jends in Gaza. Their goal is clear:

to ensure that Gazam artists break through the siege and

'? ““mass killing, an k in their own voices despite ongoing#
attempts to silence them. .
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Breakfast seminar: Collaborating with Gazan
Artist today

This conversation asked: What does it mean to collaborate with artists in Gaza today? What does it mean to make art during a genocide? And
how does the extermination of Palestinians compel us to rethink our artistic tools, languages, and practices?

The Panelists were:

« Motaz Al Habbash: A Palestinian artist, producer, and curator residing in Norway.

o Carmel Alabbasi: A Palestinian visual artist whose practice spans video, sound, writing, sculpture, and installation

« featuring the work of Dahaleez Collective: A research art collective founded in Gaza in 2021 by artists and researchers Khaled Jarada,
Rahaf Batniji, Salman Nawati, Majdal Nateel, Carmel Al-Abbasi, Mahmoud Abu Wardeh, and Mahmoud Al-Shaer. Originating with the
project Geography of Divine Magic at Beit Al-Ghussein Cultural and Heritage House, the collective examines Palestinians’ temporal and
spatial realities under siege. Dahaleez develops collaborative and analytical tools to envision liberation and reconstruction of Palestine.

o Ayman Azraq: A filmmaker, photographer, and mixed-media artist.

« Drew Snyder (Moderator): An art historian and curator based in Oslo.
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Gronlands maidan

The masquerade took off from Botsparken through
Gronlandslairet and ended up by Olafiagangen where we heard
speeches by politicians and activists representing Reduser
Husleia, Leieboerforeningen and Nordic Black Theatre.

After the speeches, the program contintued to include pop-up
exhibitions, flashmob performance, art workshops, reading
circles and a concert:

e Flashmob, by Nordic Black Theater

The Solidarity Patchwork — Threads of Resistance, by LAG
Norge

Veggietales (work in progress), by Aleksander Varadian
Third Space, by Carmel Alabbasi and Dahaleez Collective
Kurak Workshop, by Nurperi

Stedsveven, by Helen Eriksen, Samira Jamouchi, and Ebba
Moi

Other events during Grgnlands Maidan:
» Reading Circle: The War Against Hospitalities with Ayreen
Anastas and Rene Gabri
e Concert with Ramy Essam

In collaboration with Nordic Black Theater, Oslo
Museum, Tenthaus, Dattera til Hagen, Safemuse, Latin
Amerika Gruppene, LEVEEL] Foundation,
Leieboerforeningen and Atelier Kunstnerforbundet
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Masahat Screens

We ended the festival at VEGA Scene, in collaboration
with Oslo Documentary Cinema, with an inspiring
program that moves from film and dialogue to an
evening of food, music, and celebration of Sudanese
culture.

PART I: Masahat Screens

Program

~ In Fields of Words (2022, 70 mins)

— The Other Side of Beauty (2024, 11 mins)

- Gaza Artists (2024, 16 mins)

Following the screenings, there was a discussion with
Syrian author Samar Yazbek.

Part Il: Sudanese Evening: Food, Music & Stories

After films and discussion, the festival ended with a
Sudanese Evening at VEGA, including a tasting menu of
iconic Sudanese dishes by chef Mohammed Mustafa,
and a solo concert by young Sudanese-Norwegian talent
Yasir Moa, a songwriter and storyteller blending
classical tunes with rhythmic, danceable sounds.

About the films

o In Fields of Words (2022, 70 mins) | Lebanon | dir. Rania Stephan
Shot between 2013 and 2019, a filmic dialogue between Syrian writer-in-exile Samar Yazbek
and Lebanese filmmaker Rania Stephan, asking what role cinema and literature can play in
the face of war, death, and violence.

« The Other Side of Beauty (2024, 11 mins) | Morocco, Sudan | dir. Sami Saif Sirelkhatim
The story of a Sudanese photographer who finds beauty in his homeland’s stars and
landscapes, while also facing the violence of war and genocide in Darfur. His images reveal
truth to the world, but at great personal cost—through imprisonment, torture, and repression.

« Gaza Artists (2024, 16 mins) - | Palestine | dir. Mustafa al-Nabih
A short documentary offering a window into the lives of Palestinian artists in the Gaza Strip,
amid ongoing displacement and the difficult conditions they endure. We follow their daily
lives, struggles, and the impact of continuous displacement on their creativity and personal
lives, through genuine human moments.










Sudanese Evening

After a day of films and discussions, we closed
Masahat Festival with a Sudanese Evening at VEGA.
The program pays tribute to the rich and diverse
Sudanese culture, with a tasting menu of iconic
Sudanese dishes curated by chef Mohammed
Mustafa, followed by a solo concert with young
Sudanese-Norwegian talent Yasir Moa.

This special evening is curated in collaboration with
Khalid Albaih and Naoures Rouissi.










RAWABET

Masahat festival as part of the

During 2024-2026, Masahat has had the great opportunity
to be part of the EU-supported project RAWABET (“links”
in Arabic). The project, which is a consortium of six
partner organizations targets artists and cultural
practitioners who have moved to Europe from the Arab
world (from all ethnic minorities) since 2015, and
European artists and cultural organization interested in
collaborating and engaging with Rawabet’s themes.

In parallel to this, Rawabet targets European audiences
and newly-arrived Arab and migrant communities that
have settled in Europe.

RAWABET has different components including artistic
residencies, production grants, festivals and a
publication.

Masahat’'s participation in RAWABET is mainly through a
tandom component with the Malmo-based organization
Transversal, while also encompassing Masahat festival as
one stop of the four RAWABET festivals taking place in
Norway, Italy, Germany, Belgium between 2024-2026.

RAWABET festivals

Project partners:

Ettijahat - Independent Culture, Brussels, Belgium /
Beirut, Lebanon

GEZMATAZ, Genoa, ltaly

Transversal Project (TPAB) Malmo, Sweden

VOCE National Center for Musical Creation, Corsica /
France

coculture, Berlin, Germany

Masahat for Arab Culture in Exile, Oslo, Norway

RW EET

Participation | Connectivity | Diversity Co-funded by
the European Union



https://masahat.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=264f01f3bd534b49c0a22e7ba&id=222f444d30&e=98119ae417
https://www.ettijahat.org/site/index?_lang=1
https://www.gezmataz.org/index.php/it/
https://www.transversal.eu/
https://www.voce.corsica/
https://www.coculture.org/
https://masahat.no/



https://masahat.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=264f01f3bd534b49c0a22e7ba&id=7d42d37f54&e=98119ae417
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https://www.ultima.no/nb/
https://www.detnorsketeatret.no/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=brand&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=10933739689&gbraid=0AAAAADkw5sdq-VWfG72LUGYUXmpCdec2k&gclid=Cj0KCQjwoP_FBhDFARIsANPG24MhkwxE9PBuw_iRPC7IBwY9TFuXPTeQpoymzk5o0SjPsM2MqlQ6sNwaAs9DEALw_wcB
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Masahat festival for Arab arts and culture
2025 Innumbers

1 7 events were organized
across music, visual and performing arts, literature, culinary experiences, and film

117 venues across Oslo

+4500 audience members attended Masahat festival events

+9035 tickets were sold

1 1 2 guests were hosted and took part in the festival

including musicians, filmmakers, artists, writers, scholars and journalists

20 partners

31 volunteers


















Photo: Elisa Bates
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Protest in Movement

Discursive program in collaboration with KORO -

Public Art Norway

On March 19, 2025, Masahat and KORO (Art in Public
Space) invited participants to an artistic day seminar at The
Artists' House on the theme of protest. The program
featured both Norwegian and international artists, all of
whom are engaged in building solidarity in various ways.
Many of them have connections to Palestine and Lebanon.

Many of them have connections to Palestine and Lebanon.
We wanted to explore how art has engaged itself in
resistance struggles, especially around the occupation of
Palestine, but also elsewhere. Protest is more than just a
theme. For us, art itself is a form of resistance against
various structures of oppression.

The seminar consisted of panel discussions, a series of
short films, and an artistic evening program. Among the
participants is the award-winning Palestinian visual artist
Jumana Manna, who is currently building a major work in
the new Government Quarter. Her short film
commemorating Refaat al-Areer was included in the film
program.



Helga said that the keynote speech she delivered was inspired
the conference, Protest in Movement, which she wanted to thi
using the concept of masahat to explore space and movement
point for reflecting on the role of both art and politics in today’
argued for a "declaration of outwardness" as a responsible sta
engages with society. In this way, she took us through art, culture, anc
production today in a context characterized by geno
us not to give up, and to look at Palestinian fragme
opportunity and not only loss.

.

d war. Szzr
through
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Keynote with
Helga Tawil-Souri
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Artist talk in panel Jumana %anna Helle Slljeholiﬁ & Mira

Adoumier
moderated by Saral“

Artlsts are experiencing a hlgher degree of censorship in our
tlme Art is considered dangerous by powerful institutions,

How is artistic freedom and artists are being cancelled and contracts are being
defined in practice in relation annulled. How do artists view their relationship ‘with
to art and institutions. and can institutions and the public attacks on artists occurring in

many places? Should art hw on to its function in social
critique? How can artistic expression be shaped in the face of
ial challenges regarding democracy and the precarious
conditions typical for artists and cultural workers?

artists feel safe when
criticizing power structur
and art institutions?




Art and Public Space

Khalid al-Baih, Rana Issa &
Ayman Azrak
Moderated by Nikhil Vettukattil

How can art challenge consciousness
about space? And what constitutes public
space? Who remains unseen in public
space, and in what ways can art create a
defense for an open, equal, and
sustainable society? How does art
challenge dominance, scratch the eye, and
create a space for action for another
political imagination and possibility?

Outside, in the restaurant at Kunstnernes Hus, Khalid
exhibited some of his political art.

I —




*Sensitive Contant Warning

{arvard Undergradualte

Throughout history, art has held a significant"place’in:social:mover 1 many lib N movemm | the
protests around the world over the past few decades, artlsts have worked closely with activists to communi ical

opinions. In this conversation, we will examine the long-term trajectories og art in protest from an art-hlstoffcal
perspective.




Short film progra

In a world increasingly characterized by conflict, inequality, and environmental
crises, protest has become a vital form of expression and resistance. This short
film program explores protest both as a catalyst and a medium for art, presenting
works that confront systemic violence—against people, land, and ecosystems—
while acknowledging the power of collective action and individual courage. The
selected films delve into the complexity of protest, weaving together the political
and the personal, the collective and the intimate. They challenge hegemonic
structures, amplify suppressed voices, and articulate the values and causes that
artists and societies fight for. By combining sharp critique with emotional depth,
these films invite viewers to reflect on their own roles within power structures and
to imagine new possibilities for solidarity and change. The program includes two
short films produced by Masahat, which explore the very concept of protest and
highlight the multifaceted nature of resistance. These works do not merely
document dissent; they embody it, offering nuanced perspectives on the struggles
and hopes of communities often excluded from dominant narratives.

Angle of Incidence, Mira Adoumier, 2024, Norway, English, 4 min.
Algorithms of Suffocation, Islam Shabana, 2024, Egypt, English and
Arabic, 7.31 min

Reading Light in Gaza, Jumana Manna, 2024, Palestine, English, 3
min.

You May Own the Lanterns but We Have the Light, Episode one:
Home Alone, Haig Aivazian, Lebanon, Arabic with English subtitles,
12 min.

You May Own the Lanterns but We Have the Light, Episode two:
Eyeshadow Dark as Night, Haig Aivazian, Lebanon, Arabic with
English subtitles, 10.30 min.

A Night We Held Between, Noor Abed, Palestine, Arabic with
English Subtitles, 30 mins.



Listening-performance

Nothing Will Remain Other than the Thorn ,{f"i
Lodged in the Throat of this World 8

with Noor Abed og Haig Aivazan g



Side Program: Publication

Palestinian Hospitality: Under Oppressive Clouds
Produced by Masahat in collaboration with KORO
(2024)

Zine: by Helle Siljeholm & Ingri Fiksdal
An alternative tour of the National Museum,

listening to an interview with the Palestinian
artist Samia Halaby.

Side Program: Food with
recipes from Gaza's cook
Mahmoud al-Madhoun.

Cook Jassem al-Hindi




Masahat year-round programming

Understanding and debating
the new Syria |

In light of the fall of the Assad regime in late 2024,
ending 54 years of the Assad bloody dynasty rule,
discussing Syria has become prominant again in the
Norwegian debate, in an attempt to understand the new
dynamics and the rapidly changing situation on the
ground. Masaht Managing Director, Zeina Bali, having
returned to Syria in December 2024 after 12 years of
exile, has, as a result, been invited to several events at
universities, public libraries and civil society
organizations to debate and understand Syria.




@




ound programming
d debating the new

The New Syria
April 2025

The University of Oslo organized a discussion as part of its “Midgsten
2025" series examining Syria’s uncertain future, including prospects
for stability, democracy, and regional influence, featuring experts

Brynjar Lia, Einar Wigen, and Zeina Bali, and moderated by journalist
Kadafi Zaman.

Foto: UiO




Masahat year-round programming

Beyond Spectacle: Art in a Time of Genocide
February 2025

Masahat, in collaboration with KHiO (Oslo National Academy of the Arts) organized an artist talk with the Palestinian artist Carmel Alabbasi and
filmmaker Mohamed Jabaly at KHiO, moderated by Zeina Bali for a critical discussion on the role of art-making in times of genocide and political crisis.

The discussion explored the ethical and political responsibilities of artists and cultural institutions in responding to the ongoing genocide in Palestine.
Through reflections on grief, resistance, solidarity, and cultural production, the conversation challenged the aestheticisation of suffering and

emphasized the importance of art practices grounded in material solidarity and collective struggle.

The event also highlighted the participating artists’ ongoing academic and creative work, including graduation exhibitions presented at the academy.




Masahat year-round programming

Masahat at HUMAN International
Documentary Film Festival

March 2025 b
-l.,-'_ et - . U e
As pﬂthDFF 202&"?\7Ia§aha1 organized a film screening and panel

dlscussrcag exﬁlorlﬁg the polﬁmq_gtorlcal transformations of the Levant
over the past five decades. Through a curated short film program and a
conversation featuring Nadim Khoury, Rana Issa, and Zeina Bali, the event
examined the cycles of war, militarization, displacement, and resistance that have
shaped the region, and the possibilities for imagining a more just regional future.

2—8. APRIL, 2025
VIKA KINO, OSLO

Masahat at Arab Film Days

© April 2025
Following the screening of the documentary My Memory Is Full of Ghosts, a
panel discussion explored the future of Syria in the aftermath of the fall of
the Assad regime. Organized in collaboration between Tankesmien Agenda
VR _ = g and Arabiske Filmdager. The panel featured Managing Director Zeina Bali,

\ Bt . \l }ou?ﬁhs?;ﬁiﬂle Solheim and Andam Aziz, and was moderated by Sylo

T ' Taraku.
y 4
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Masahat global

D-CAF (Downtown Contemporary Arts Festival),

Cairo

October 2025

Zeina Bali, Masahat Managing Director, was invited as an
international delegate to participate in the 9th edition of
Arab Arts Focus (AAF) as part of the Downtown
Contemporary Arts Festival (D-CAF) in Cairo. The AAF was
presented in collaboration with the British Council’s IN
BETWEEN platform, which aims to reimagine festival-
making in the ARab region by nurturing collaboration and
resilience.

TI ' i,
I St a
YSFocus :
AR | INBETWEEN (00 N
: | i o Lo 1 L
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The week-long visit to D-CAF was a great opportunity to
network with other festivals, meet talented emerging and
established Arab artists, and attend all 18 performances
and industry sessions by artists from Palestine, Lebanon,
Morocco, Algeria, Syria, Tunisia and Egypt.




Communications and media

Most of the media expores that Masahat received was related to the
festival. All public communication and dissemination about Masahat
festival and other events included description text in Arabic,
Norwegian and English. The information was shared on Masahat's ( fremmedrie df',;;::f"‘"'
website, social media and newsletter in all three languages, as well

as our partners' own channels. In addition to the digital space,

Masahat posters and brochures were hanged and distributed all
around Oslo city.
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Communications remain a challenge for Masahat due to our limited
resources, and little interest we receive from Norwegian media.
Masahat festival attracted Norwegian coverage including an artist
interview, review of the opening concert and other essays in the
newspaper Klassekampen, and online magazine thatba.
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https://radio.nrk.no/serie/jungeltelegrafen/MKMU07004724
https://www.blikk.no/mashatfestivalen-riksscenen-sanno-hamed/hamed-sinno-til-masahatfestivalen/254984
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Masahat partners 2025

Anarres Bokkafé

Arabiske filmdager

ELERELS

Cosmopolite

Dattera Til Hagen

Deichman Biblo Tgyen

Deichman Tgyen

Det Norske Teatret

HUMAN International Documentary Film Festival
Interkulturelt Museum

Kawaakibi Foundation
Kunstnerforbundet Atelier
Kunstnernes Hus
Latin-Amerikagruppene i Norge (LAG)
Litteraturhuset

Melahuset

Mirage film festival

Nordic Black Theater

Oslo Dokumentarkino

Oslo Museum / Interkulturelt Museum
Riksscenen

Safemuse

Samspill International Music Network
Scenekunstbruket

Showbox festival

Tenthaus

Ultima festival

Vega Scene



	2025 Report
	About Masahat
	Since 2015, Masahat has worked to curate and produce knowledge, history, art and culture from the Middle East and North Africa with a focus on the Arab world and its diaspora.
	Through its flagship project Masahat Festival for Arab Arts and Culture, and by curating art exhibitions, film screenings, performances, reading circles, concerts, book launches, workshops, culinary experiences, artist talks, and a series of panel discussions among other events, Masahat presents underrepresented artistic expressions connected to the Arab world, its diaspora and multicultural Norway.
	In addition to the festival, Masahat collaborates around the year with Oslo’s leading festivals, cultural actors and knowledge-disseminating institutions. By working cross-thematically and partnering with a wide range of Norwegian actors, Masahat caters to a broad audience comprising both Norwegians and multi-lingiual minorities from the Arab world. Masahat contributes to a more diverse Norwegian public debate and more inclusive artistic and cultural scene.
	Masahat for Arab Culture in Exile Visiting address: Øvre Slottsgate 3, 0157 Oslo
	Post address: Masahat c/o Sentralen, PB 183, 0102 Oslo
	Org. nr. 915 354 297
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	Masahat  مساحات
	Creating spaces in Norway for arts and culture from the Arab world and its diaspora

	Masahat  مساحات
	Creating spaces in Norway for arts and culture from the Arab world and its diaspora
	Rana Issa Artistic Director
	Zeina Bali Managing Director


	Masahat receives Oslo City Artist Award for 2024
	The year 2025 started with a call from Oslo Mayor carrying good news: Masahat received the prestigious Oslo City Artist Award for 2024 “Oslo Bys Kunstnerpris for 2024". We were humbled to receive this recognition from the city of Oslo, after 10 years of operation.
	In the justification for the award, the City of Oslo highlighted Masahat’s “long-standing work and outstanding contribution to Oslo’s cultural life, through a large number of events featuring renowned international artists, which have provided Oslo’s residents with learning and experiences at a high artistic level.”
	This award gave us the motivation and inspiration to get going in our mission creating spaces for arts and culture from the Arab world and its diaspora where underrepresented artistic and expert voices take central stage.

	Programs and key numbers
	In 2025 Masahat had a rich year programming more than 28 events around the year, collaborating with more than 32 partners and reaching more than 5600 people.
	Here are some highlights from Masahat programs in 2025:
	Masahat festival: in its fifth edition, our five-day flagship annual festival reached a record number of audience.
	Mini Masahat: a pilot program of a children festival celebrating Arab heritage that started in 2024 as a one-day festival, has expanded to become a festival and a series of events rotating in different locations, including organizing artists schools visits for the first time in 2025.
	RAWABET: as part of the EU-funded project RAWABET involving six European partners: Masahat implemented the Masahat festival, strengthened our Nordic and European network, and contributed to an art residency in Malmö
	Protest in Movement: a one-day seminar interrogating the relationship between art, politics and the public space in collaboration with KORO and Kunstnernes Hus
	Year-round programming: we had a rich year programming with other festivals, getting invited to panels and debates across culture and politics.
	Masahat global; Masahat was invited to attend festivals, workshops and networking events in the UK, Egypt and Belgium.
	184
	artists and guest contributors involved throughout the year

	+1100
	tickets sold
	international partners

	+5690
	people attended
	Norewgian partners


	Masahat festival  for arabisk  kunst og  kultur
	Masahat  مساحات
	A welcoming note from the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Board
	Chiara Ayad Vice Chair of the Board
	Ingeborg Moa Chair of the Board


	Masahat festival for Arab arts and culture 2025
	Masahat festival for Arab arts and culture 2025
	Masahat festival programming included

	Opening concert:  Emel
	On its 10th anniversary, Masahat had a memorable opening concert with Emel Mathlouthi.
	Since her breakthrough in 2011 with "Kelmti Horra" (“My Word is Free”)—an anthem of the Arab Spring—Emel Mathlouthi has been a fearless voice for freedom and artistic innovation.
	Her music blends activism and artistry, and her fourth album “MRA” (Arabic for woman) is a bold manifesto for female empowerment. That’s why every single collaborator on MRA, from producers, featured artists, musicians, and beyond, is a woman. The result is a multi-genre meld where African trap, batucada, Arabic reggaeton, hip hop, and drum n’ bass rub shoulders seamlessly with vibrant melodies and empowering lyrics.
	Emel has firmly established herself as an avant-garde presence on the global stage, known for her haunting voice and genre-blending artistry. Amongst her ground-breaking performances is the Nobel Peace Prize Concert at Oslo Spektrum in 2015, dedicating her music to Tunisian and Arab youth.
	She has collaborated with Valgeir Sigurdsson (Björk, Sigur Rós), Tricky, Barbara Pravi, Bachar Mar-Khalifé, Vitalic, and most recently Acid Arab on "Lose My Mind". Womad festival review “the Björk-like glamour of the Tunisian-American Emel, and with her one of the weekend’s most powerful moments /…/ as her incredible multi-octave voice soars through the space.”–The Guardian
	Emel performed with her band:

	Breakfast seminar: Collaborating with Gazan Artist today
	Breakfast seminar: Collaborating with Gazan Artist today
	This conversation asked: What does it mean to collaborate with artists in Gaza today? What does it mean to make art during a genocide? And how does the extermination of Palestinians compel us to rethink our artistic tools, languages, and practices?
	The Panelists were:

	Keynote I: Radical Pedagogy: Lifelong lessons from Palestine by  Munir Fasheh
	Grønlands maidan
	Grønlands maidan Home not for Sale
	The masquerade took off from Botsparken through Grønlandslairet and ended up by Olafiagangen where we heard speeches by politicians and activists representing Reduser Husleia, Leieboerforeningen and Nordic Black Theatre.
	After the speeches, the program contintued to include pop-up exhibitions, flashmob performance, art workshops, reading circles and a concert:
	Flashmob, by Nordic Black Theater
	The Solidarity Patchwork – Threads of Resistance, by LAG Norge
	Veggietales (work in progress), by Aleksander Varadian
	Kurak Workshop, by Nurperi
	Stedsveven, by Helen Eriksen, Samira Jamouchi, and Ebba Moi
	Concert with Ramy Essam


	Concert with Ramy Essam
	Keynote II: On Love, On Struggle by Sumayo Jirde Cali
	Closing night with DAM and Hiba Salameh
	Reading Circle with Samar Yazbek
	On the last day of Masahat Festival, we gathered in an intimate space to reflect, read, and share thoughts.
	This year we are honored to host the renowned Syrian author Samar Yazbek, in dialogue with Rana Issa, for a conversation on language and solidarity in brutal times.
	Yazbek’s literary voice has received international acclaim and numerous prizes. With two short story collections, seven novels, and four works of nonfiction—translated into more than twenty languages—her writing has become central to the global understanding of Syria, war, and exile.
	In her forthcoming book Memory of Loss, Yazbek gathers testimonies from survivors of the genocide in Gaza. Initially hesitant to approach those who had lost everything—unsure if speaking of their grief could matter—she was struck by the persistence of Gazans to tell their stories. Despite despair, they insisted on being heard. Their generosity with words and time left Yazbek with the feeling of being an eternal guest, hoping that in return she can offer a timeless recognition of their courage and dignity.
	Through these haunting narratives, Yazbek raised questions that guided our circle:
	How can writing preserve truth, memorialize injust ice, and extend solidarity to people subjected to brutality in Gaza, Sudan, and beyond?

	Masahat Screens
	We ended the festival at VEGA Scene, in collaboration with Oslo Documentary Cinema, with an inspiring program that moves from film and dialogue to an evening of food, music, and celebration of Sudanese culture.
	PART I: Masahat Screens Program – In Fields of Words (2022, 70 mins) – The Other Side of Beauty (2024, 11 mins)  – Gaza Artists (2024, 16 mins)  Following the screenings, there was a discussion with Syrian author Samar Yazbek.
	Part II: Sudanese Evening: Food, Music & Stories After films and discussion, the festival ended with a Sudanese Evening at VEGA, including a tasting menu of iconic Sudanese dishes by chef Mohammed Mustafa, and a solo concert by young Sudanese-Norwegian talent Yasir Moa, a songwriter and storyteller blending classical tunes with rhythmic, danceable sounds.

	Sudanese Evening
	RAWABET  Masahat festival as part of the RAWABET festivals
	During 2024-2026, Masahat has had the great opportunity to be part of the EU-supported project RAWABET (“links” in Arabic).  The project, which is a consortium of six partner organizations targets artists and cultural practitioners who have moved to Europe from the Arab world (from all ethnic minorities) since 2015, and European artists and cultural organization interested in collaborating and engaging with Rawabet’s themes.
	In parallel to this, Rawabet targets European audiences and newly-arrived Arab and migrant communities that have settled in Europe.
	RAWABET has different components including artistic residencies, production grants, festivals and a publication.
	Masahat’s participation in RAWABET is mainly through a tandom component with the Malmö-based organization Transversal, while also encompassing Masahat festival as one stop of the four RAWABET festivals taking place in Norway, Italy, Germany, Belgium between 2024-2026.
	Project partners:

	RAWABET  Masahat x Transversal tandem: art residency
	Early in 2025, Masahat and Transversal announced a call for applications for an artistic residency in performing arts with the aim of selecting 15 artists:
	During June 2025, 17 artists from Arab orgins came from across Europe for a 10-day artist residency in Malmö.
	The resiency centered on migration, performance, and the power of cultural connection.
	Four of the artists who participated in the artistic residency in Malmö in June  (Ahmed Tobasi, Frida Marida, ghenwa (noiré), Thurayya Alkury), were invited to perform at Masahat festival.
	Masahat community dinner RAWABET Artists-in-residence at Masahat Festival

	THURAYYA ALKURY
	Masahat community dinner RAWABET Artists-in-residence at Masahat Festival
	Masahat community dinner RAWABET Artists-in-residence at Masahat Festival

	GHENWA NOIRÉ
	And Here I Am RAWABET Artists-in-residence at Masahat Festival

	AHMED TOBASI
	Masahat festival, in collaboration with Ultima, Det Norske Teatret, Karmaklubb and Only Slime, proudly presented The Frida Marida Show: a Night of Fantasy, Music & Radical Hospitality

	Memorable moments from the festival
	Masahat festival for Arab arts and culture 2025 in numbers
	venues across Oslo


	+4500
	audience members attended Masahat festival events

	+935
	tickets were sold

	112
	partners
	volunteers
	september 2025

	Mini Masahat
	Tøyen
	MUSIKK • DANS •
	KUNSTVERKSTED • MAT
	september 2025
	Tøyen

	Mini Masahat
	MUSIKK • DANS •
	KUNSTVERKSTED • MAT


	Program
	Deichman Tøyen
	Hovedscenen
	Amfi

	Tøyen Torg
	Deichman Biblo Tøyen
	(10-15 år)
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	Masahat festival team
	Keynote with Helga Tawil-Souri
	Artist talk in panel : Jumana Manna, Helle Siljeholm & Mira Adoumier moderated by Sarah Lookofsky
	How is artistic freedom defined in practice in relation to art and institutions, and can artists feel safe when criticizing power structures and art institutions?

	Art and Public Space Khalid al-Baih, Rana Issa & Ayman Azrak Moderated by Nikhil Vettukattil
	How can art challenge consciousness about space? And what constitutes public space? Who remains unseen in public space, and in what ways can art create a defense for an open, equal, and sustainable society? How does art challenge dominance, scratch the eye, and create a space for action for another political imagination and possibility?

	Art and Social Movements Dora Garcia, Noor Abed, Sami Khatib Moderated by Bojana Cvejic
	Short film program
	In a world increasingly characterized by conflict, inequality, and environmental crises, protest has become a vital form of expression and resistance. This short film program explores protest both as a catalyst and a medium for art, presenting works that confront systemic violence—against people, land, and ecosystems—while acknowledging the power of collective action and individual courage. The selected films delve into the complexity of protest, weaving together the political and the personal, the collective and the intimate. They challenge hegemonic structures, amplify suppressed voices, and articulate the values and causes that artists and societies fight for. By combining sharp critique with emotional depth, these films invite viewers to reflect on their own roles within power structures and to imagine new possibilities for solidarity and change. The program includes two short films produced by Masahat, which explore the very concept of protest and highlight the multifaceted nature of resistance. These works do not merely document dissent; they embody it, offering nuanced perspectives on the struggles and hopes of communities often excluded from dominant narratives.

	Listening-performance
	Masahat year-round programming

	Understanding and debating the new Syria
	Masahat year-round programming

	Understanding and debating the new Syria
	Syria seminar at Stortinget
	January 2025
	International breakfast: Peace in Syria?
	January 2025


	Masahat year-round programming

	Understanding and debating the new Syria
	Syria: what now?
	February 2025
	The New Syria
	April 2025
	Masahat organized a community discussion held at Anarres Bokkafé in Oslo bringing together members of the Syrian diaspora to reflect on the new Syria post-Assad and its social, political, and economic aftermath. Moderated by Zeina Bali and Alaa Sami.
	The University of Oslo organized a discussion as part of its “Midøsten 2025” series examining Syria’s uncertain future, including prospects for stability, democracy, and regional influence, featuring experts Brynjar Lia, Einar Wigen, and Zeina Bali, and moderated by journalist Kadafi Zaman.




	Masahat year-round programming
	Beyond Spectacle: Art in a Time of Genocide
	February 2025


	Masahat year-round programming
	Masahat at HUMAN International Documentary Film Festival
	March 2025

	Masahat at Arab Film Days
	April 2025


	Masahat year-round programming
	Masahat collaboration with Oslo Documentary Cinema
	Gaza Sound Man
	September 2025

	Genocide and Big Tech
	October 2025

	Masahat year-round programming

	Masahat at Kulturytring 2025
	June 2025
	Can Oil Companies Steer Norwegian Cultural Life?
	From Minority to Mainstream


	Masahat global
	Masahat was invited to take part in festivals, workshops and talks in the UK, Belgium and Egypt
	Shubbak festival,  London
	June 2025


	Masahat global
	PALESTINE NOW — Cultural Work for Liberation in the Hour of Genocide, Brussels
	October 2025


	Masahat global
	D-CAF (Downtown Contemporary Arts Festival), Cairo
	October 2025


	Communications and media
	Masahat Organization
	Executive Board Ingeborg Moa (Chair of the Board), Chiara Ayad, Murhaf Fares, Selma Benmalek, Jan Lothe Eriksen
	Advisory Board  Andreas Delsett, Helle Siljeholm, Christian Ruge, Mark Taylor, Laila Hourani
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